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EDITORIAL

Welcome to the June edition of the Lancashire Brussels Office EU policy University Newsletter, which also covers developments from May.
This month interesting developments include the long-awaited decision on the EIT HQ, a fuel cells and hydrogen JTI and a facebook for researchers.
I hope the policy information contained within the first half of the newsletter and the funding information contained within the second half of the newsletter will be of use to you and if you require any further help, such as assistance finding trans-national project partners or anything else the Lancashire Brussels Office may be able to help you with please do not hesitate to contact us.

Best Wishes,
Jonathan Hewitt
Assistant European Liaison Officer
EDUCATION POLICY NEWS

Second Juvenes Translatores contest

After positive feedback from all involved in the first contest in 2007, the Commission has decided to run the contest again. All EU schools will be invited to register between 1 September and 20 October 2008 for a contest to be held on 27 November 2008. There are 58 places for UK schools which will be picked randomly from all that apply. Each school can register up to 4 students. In total 690 schools and 2 760 students will be selected to participate.

This year the competition targets students who were born in 1991. Participants can choose the language combination for their translation from any of the EU’s 23 official languages. The competition will take place at the same schools in all counties. There will be one winner from each country who will be invited to a Ceremony in Brussels and receive their prizes from the Commissioner for Multilingualism.

For more information see the Juvenes Translatores website
China-EU language exchange programme

The EU-WINDOW exchange programme was launched in Brussels last week. It is a four year project. It will provide opportunities for 200 European school teachers of Chinese language as well as 400 school headmasters from Member States to enhance their Chinese proficiency and the understanding of Chinese culture. The first phase will last two years starting in 2009 and will provide summer training for 50 teachers and a ten day study visit for headmasters. The programme is funded by the Chinese government.

Source: Commission
Back to contents
RESEARCH POLICY NEWS
Innovative Medicines Initiative

The IMI is a public-private partnership between the Commission and the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations. It has a budget of €2 billion over 5 years to fund research into brain disorders, metabolic, inflammatory and infectious diseases, and cancer. The aim is to address current long delays or bottlenecks in the pharmaceutical R&D process.

The Commission has identified four areas which require attention: safety evaluation, prediction of efficacy, knowledge management and gaps in education and training. The initiative also aims to have a European Medicines Research Academy set up by 2013. The initiative aims to increase the number of medicines produced in Europe; until 1998 7 out of 10 medicines in the world were produced in Europe, now that figure is only 3.
The current call for proposals, which was launched on 30th April, concentrates on brain disorders and metabolic and inflammatory diseases, with a budget of some €123 million.

For more information on the call see here
Source: Commission
Commission sets up fuel cells and hydrogen JTI

The Commission has announced that it has established a Joint Technology Initiative for fuel cells and hydrogen. The aim of this public-private partnership is to target research and development to support the broad market introduction of these technologies. The Commission is investing some €470 million of FP7 funds over 6 years. The first calls for proposals will be this summer.

Source: Commission
Facebook for researchers

ResearchGATE, a network site for researchers has been launched. The site allows users to register a profile, put up details of research projects on which others can leave peers reviews, and set up groups for peer-to-peer discussion.

For more information and to register: https://www.researchgate.net/
Boosting researcher mobility

The Commission has presented upgraded plans to boost researchers' mobility, including pan-EU pension schemes targeted at researchers. These measures are part of the EU commitment to the Researcher’s Charter, which includes:

· improved social security and transferability of supplementary pension rights, eventually including pan-EU pension schemes targeted at researchers

· better employment and working conditions linked to contractual terms, salaries and opportunities for career development

The Commission argues that pension providers should be encouraged to open up "pan-EU pension schemes targeted to researchers" and companies should be encouraged to use pension providers in other EU countries.

Research Commissioner Janez Potočnik said he expected "rapid, measurable progress" by the end of 2010 in this area.

For more information see the Commission Communication
EIT to be based in Budapest

National research ministers have agreed that the long-awaited European Institute of Technology be based in Budapest, Hungary. Poland vetoed the initial decision, but had no choice after ministers decided to base the decision on a 2003 agreement between EU leaders, giving priority for the new member states which do not already host a site or an EU agency. Poland already hosts Frontex, the EU border security agency,

The EIT now has to set up the first two or three Knowledge and Innovation Commumities by the end of 2009. KICs will bring together departments of universities, companies and research institutes to form an integrated partnership to perform education and innovation activities in inter-disciplinary strategic areas.

Source: Council of Ministers
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CONSULTATIONS

Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

The European Commission has launched a public consultation on the Energy Performance of Buildings directive (EPBD).  The consultation is being held to gather stakeholder comments on the existing directive in preparation for its redrafting.  The proposals for a recasting of the directive are due to be published by December 2008.

The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive aims to tackle the high energy consumption of buildings.  Buildings currently account for over 40% of the EU’s energy consumption.  The European Commission believes the buildings sector as an energy-saving potential of 28% by 2020, but is concerned that this potential is not being achieved under the current directive.

The consultation aims to hear the views of stakeholders on how best to achieve the energy-saving potential in the buildings sector in the most cost-effective and efficient way.  The key themes of the consultation include:

· the role of the public sector

· clarification of existing articles

· simplification of existing articles

· changes to the existing thresholds set out in the current directive

The consultation is open until 20 June 2008 and can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=epbd&lang=en
EU Roaming Regulation

As part of its commitment to the review the ‘Roaming Regulation’ with a view to extending it beyond 2010 the Commission has launched a public consultation. It seeks feedback from industry, consumers and other interested stakeholders on the general functioning and impact of the current Regulation as well as on specific issues such as: 
· inadvertent roaming (or involuntary roaming) when consumers use their mobile phone close to the border of a neighbouring country and are connected to a foreign network; 

· the effect of the Regulation on smaller operators and on domestic prices; 

· the issue of actual and billed minutes (e.g. whether there has been any detrimental trend away from "per second" to "per minute" billing as a result of the Regulation); 

· whether regulation is necessary for data roaming services and SMS in light of current retail prices and market developments; 

· the duration of the EU Roaming Regulation (until 30 June 2010 or beyond).

The consultation documents are available here
The deadline for any submissions is 2nd July 2008

Information and Communication Technologies enabling Energy Efficiency

The European Commission has launched a public consultation aimed at getting the views of all stakeholders on the sectors that offer the greatest levels of improved energy efficiency through the use of ICT.  

This consultation follows the recent publication of the European Commission’s communication ‘Addressing the challenge of energy efficiency through ICT’. (See Policy Update 14 May 2008)

The Commission is also keen to hear views on the actions that need to be taken at the European level to achieve this energy saving potential.

The sectors outlined in the consultation are:

· Transport

· Energy Efficiency

· Building and Construction Sector

· Electricity Sector

· Manufacturing Sector

· Structural Change

The on-line consultation can be found at:

The deadline for submissions is: Monday 21st July 2008
More information and the on-line questionnaire can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=ICT4EE
The Commission’s communication ‘Addressing the challenge of energy efficiency through ICT’ can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=4101
Source:

European Commission
Review of the 'Less Favoured Area' scheme

 The European Commission has launched a public consultation on a possible review of the 'Less Favoured Area' scheme. The consultation is looking for opinions and experiences of stakeholders and interested members of the public on four policy options. The options are set out in a comprehensive consultation paper, which is available here.  The consultation is open until the 30 June and responses should be sent to AGRI-F3@ec.europa.eu.
Economic development
The Local Government Association is encouraging local authorities to respond to an online survey on the BERR website looking at how the UK is achieving its Lisbon goals.  The LGA emphasises that a strong local government dimension is important, particularly since councils have a key role in regenerating their local communities economically, socially and environmentally. Click here to learn more about LGA involvement in the UK government's Lisbon plans.  Lancashire County Council is part of the Committee of the Region’s Lisbon Monitoring Platform which looks at the involvement of local and regional bodies in the Lisbon Process.  For more details, see here.
Climate Change: the revision of the car labelling directive

The European Commission has launched a public consultation to gather the views of the public and other stakeholders on the information provided to consumers about the fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions of new cars.

The Commission launched the online consultation after studies showed the current carbon dioxide labelling directive is not working as intended.  The responses give in this consultation will be used by the Commission in the drafting of proposals to amend the existing car labelling directive.

The consultation is open until 28 July 2008.

The online consultation can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=co2&lang=en
The existing directive on car labelling can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/transport/co2/9994/en.pdf
Source:

European Commission

MEDIA Mundus programme

The Commission has asked for responses on its MEDIA Mundus programme which aims to counter US dominance of the film market both within the EU and abroad, while increasing EU film world market share and increasing the market share on non-US films in the EU.

For more information see the Commission’s consultation webpage
Back to contents
EVENTS

Second European summit on Interoperability in eGovernment

This summit is being held in Rome 20th-22nd October 2008.

The objectives are:

· Promoting Interoperability as the key enabler for the development of the iGovernment among European regions

· Analysing the state of the art of Interoperability in Europe and the regional best practices

· Involving international, national and European stakeholders active in the field of Interoperability for the definition of the new priorities and the development of more and more efficient and innovative eServices

There is also an open call for papers for this conference. For more information see the website.

UDITE Biennial Congress

This will be held in Cardiff 4-5th September 2008. The Congress will address the theme European Futures, Local Solutions, and will explore the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of citizens and communities in the context of Europe.

For more information, see the conference website
EU-Japan Regional Cluster Forum

This event consists of symposia and a large exhibition of all officially supported Japanese Knowledge and Industrial clusters. It will be held 2nd-3rd December 2008 in Yokohama.

For further information please contact Leonidas.Karapiperis@ec.europa.eu
European E-Skills 2008 Conference

9 - 10 October 2008, Thessaloniki (Greece)

This conference is organised by the European Commission and the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop) in partnership with the e-Skills Industry Leadership Board and it aims to bring together experts from government, ICT industry, social partners, academia and other stakeholders to discuss best practices, flagship projects and report on progress. 

Pre-registration, which is mandatory, is open until 30 June 2008. For further information, see the conference website
Back to contents
CONTACT DETAILS

Lancashire Brussels Office

North West of England House

Rue du Marteau 21

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Fax: +32 2 229 5383

Jonathan Hewitt
+32 2 229 5398

assistant@lancashire-brussels.org
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